
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE A Fancy for Double Organ    Orlando Gibbons  

* HYMN 263   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise St. Denio 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 147): 

Leader: God spreads the clouds over the sky and provides the rain for   
  the earth. 

People:  Great and mighty is our Lord. 

Leader:  God keeps the gates strong and blesses the people.  

People:  Great and mighty is our Lord. 

All:  Let us receive God’s light in worship and praise.  

INTROIT Psalm 150 John Harper 
Alleluia, Praise God in his holy place, Praise him in his mighty heavens, Praise 
him for his powerful deeds, Praise his surpassing greatness. O praise him with 
sound of trumpet, praise him with lute and harp, praise him with timbrel and 
dance, Praise him with strings and pipe. O praise him with resounding cymbals, 
Praise him with clashing of cymbals. Let everything that lives and that breathes 
give praise to the Lord. Alleluia. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Loving God, we sometimes lose you in the times of struggle. Our 
attitudes and actions reflect anger rather than compassion and  
hope. Replace our fears with the courage of your convictions. Free us 
from a past we cannot change and return us to your limitless love and 
grace. We pray this in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 404 Precious Lord, Take My Hand  Precious Lord 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes. + 



 

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

ANTHEM Cantate Domino Giuseppe Pitoni  
Cantate Domino canticum novum; laus ejus in ecclesia sanctorum. Lætetur 
Israel in eo qui fecit eum, et filiæ Syon exultent in rege suo. Laudent nomen 
ejus in tympano et choro: in psalterio psalant ei. 

 O sing ye to the Lord, sing ye a new song; His praise is in the company of his saints. 
Let all of Israel rejoice now in him who made us, let children of Zion rejoice now and 
praise Jehovah. Let them praise Him forever, with tymbrel and harp and dancing: let 
everything praise God. 

SECOND LESSON Isaiah 40:21-31  

SERMON                     “Eyes Wide Shut”  Rev. Kellie Anderson-Picallo 

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY Once to Every Man and Nation George Mead 

Once to every man and nation, comes the moment to decide,  
In the strife of truth with falsehood, for the good or evil side;  
Some great cause, some great decision, offering each the bloom or blight,  
And the choice goes by forever, ’twixt that darkness and that light. 
 

Then to side with truth is noble, when we share her wretched crust,  
Ere her cause bring fame and profit, and ’tis prosperous to be just;  
Then it is the brave man chooses while the coward stands aside,  
Till the multitude make virtue of the faith they had denied. 
 

By the light of burning martyrs, Christ, Thy bleeding feet we track,  
Toiling up new Calv’ries ever with the cross that turns not back; 
New occasions teach new duties, time makes ancient good uncouth,  
They must upward still and onward, who would keep abreast of truth. 
 

Though the cause of evil prosper, yet the truth alone is strong;  
Though her portion be the scaffold, and upon the throne be wrong;  
Yet that scaffold sways the future, and behind the dim unknown,  
Standeth God within the shadow, keeping watch above His own. 

                   WORDS: JAMES R LOWELL, 1845 



  

 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 360 Hope of the World  Donne Secours 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE La Rejouissance Handel 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S MUSIC 
Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) was renowned in his time as the greatest composer of 
his generation. He served as organist for the British Chapel Royal and for Westminster 
Abbey until his untimely death at age 41.  He wrote 45 works for keyboard including 6 
that were included in the first British printed keyboard collection.  Giuseppe Pitoni 
(1657-1743) was an Italian organist and composer. He held positions at all the major 
Roman churches and had a virtual monopoly on choral composition in Rome during  
his lifetime. Among his compositions is a complete years worth of choral settings for  
every Sunday and feast day for use in St. Peter’s. George Mead (1904-1996) was 
Organist at Trinity Church Wall Street from 1941-1968. He was one of the most 
celebrated choral conductors of his day.  George Frederic Handel (1685-1759)  
was commissioned in 1749 to write orchestral music to accompany a fireworks display 
celebrating the signing of the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. The fourth movement of this 
work for wind band has been transcribed for organ solo.    
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

1 Corinthians 9:16-23 (NRSV) 
 If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting,  
for an obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the 
gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of  
my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 18What then is my 
reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free  
of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel. 
 19For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a 
slave to all, so that I might win more of them. 20To the Jews I became  
as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one 
under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might 
win those under the law. 21To those outside the law I became as one 
outside the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under 
Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law. 22To the weak I 
became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to 
all people, that I might by all means save some. 23I do it all for the sake 
of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. 
 
Isaiah 40:21-31 (NRSV) 
 Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been  
told you from the beginning? Have you not understood from the 
foundations of the earth? 22It is he who sits above the circle of the  



  

 

earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the 
heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to live in; 23who 
brings princes to naught, and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken 
root in the earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the 
tempest carries them off like stubble. 25To whom then will you compare 
me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 26Lift up your eyes on high 
and see: Who created these? He who brings out their host and numbers 
them, calling them all by name; because he is great in strength, mighty 
in power, not one is missing. 
 27Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is 
hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
28Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the 
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint 
or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 29He gives power to 
the faint, and strengthens the powerless. 30Even youths will faint and be 
weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 31but those who wait for the 
LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 


